
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  |   SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2023 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                        Colossians 2:6-7 
  

Leader:  As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him. 
 

People:  Rooted and built up in him and established in the faith. 
 

Leader:  Just as you were taught. 
 

People:  Abounding in thanksgiving.  
 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                              A Mighty Fortress 
 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 
Our Helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing; 
For still our ancient Foe 
Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and pow'r are great, 
And armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 
 

2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God's own choosing; 
Dost ask who that may be: 
Christ Jesus it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 
 

3. And though this world with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear for God hath willed, 
His truth to triumph through us 
The prince of darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo his doom is sure 
One little word shall fell him. 

4. That word above all earthly pow'rs, 
No thanks to them abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth; 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever! 
His kingdom is forever! 
His kingdom is forever! 
 
Words and Music by Martin Luther, Arr. Norton 
Hall Band 
© Public Domain 



NEW TESTAMENT READING       2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 
1  I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I 
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body 
I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this 
man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to boast, I 
would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he 
sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the 
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 
conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN                        
 

Holy Lord, we are without excuse.  Your law is written on our hearts, and our conscience bears witness 
against us.  Our feelings of guilt and shame testify that we are sinners, seeking to hide from you.  Yet you 
know all things, and you make yourself known throughout your creation: in the world around us, and 
within our own hearts and minds.  Still, we seek to go our own way, and attempt to live in worlds of our 
own making, doing as we please, disregarding you, distorting truth, and destroying ourselves and others.  
Who will deliver us?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!   
 
 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                          Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not 
a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SONG OF ASSURANCE                  In Tenderness 
 

1. In tenderness He sought me  
Weary and sick with sin, 
And on His shoulders brought me 
Back to His fold again, 
While angels in His presence sang 
Until the courts of heaven rang. 
 

Chorus 
O - o - oh the love that sought me 
O - o - oh the blood that bought me 
Oh the grace that brought me to the fold of God 
Grace that brought me to the fold of God. 
 
Words public domain/Nate Garvey 
Arrangement by Citizens 
© 2011 Citizens. It’s All About Jesus Music 

 
 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Children ages 4-5 are dismissed for Equip for Worship after the prayer. Visitors’ children are welcome. Today’s volunteers: Shawn 
George, Krista Moore, Sarah Pettman 

 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                    Psalm 46 
 

To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 
    a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 
    though the mountains tremble at its swelling.    Selah 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
    God will help her when morning dawns. 
6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.     Selah 
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
    how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
    he burns the chariots with fire. 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God. 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
    I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress.     Selah 

2. He died for me while I was sinning 
Needy and poor and blind. 
He whispered to assure me 
"I've found thee; thou art Mine." 
I never heard a sweeter voice. 
It made my aching heart rejoice. 
Chorus 
 

3. Upon His grace I'll daily ponder 
And sing anew His praise 
With all adoring wonder 
His blessings I’ll retrace. 
It seems as if eternal days 
Are far too short to sing His praise. 
Chorus x2 
 

 



SERMON    “The God Who Protects”     
       - Rev. Bryan Rigg 

 
 
 
COLLECTION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING                 How Firm a Foundation 
 

1. How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
To you, who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 

2. “Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.” 
 

3. “When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.” 
 

4. “When through fiery trials your pathways shall lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply; 
The flames shall not hurt thee; I only design 
Your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.” 
 

5. The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never forsake. 
That soul though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never forsake. 
 
Authors: George Keith, John Rippon, and Joseph Funk © Public Domain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SONG OF RESPONSE                      Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 
 

1. What is our hope in life and death? 
Christ alone, Christ alone 
What is our only confidence? 
That our souls to him belong 
Who holds our days within his hand? 
What comes, apart from his command? 
And what will keep us to the end? 
The love of Christ, in which we stand 
 

Chorus 
O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal. 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death! 
 

2. What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
God is good, God is good. 
Where is his grace and goodness known? 
In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise? 
Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? 
Chorus 

 
 
BENEDICTION &DISMISSAL 
 

Minister:  Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and  
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

People:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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3. Unto the grave, what will we sing? 
"Christ, he lives; Christ, he lives!" 
And what reward will heaven bring? 
Everlasting life with him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord, 
Then sin and death will be destroyed, 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is ours forevermore! 
Chorus (2x) 
 

Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death! 
 
Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matt Papa 
© 2020 Getty Music Publishing 
 


